Popisky k brožuře Petr Chelčický

I. strana (zhora):

1. Letecký pohled na Chelčice.

Aerial view of the village of Chelčice

2. Chelčice. Pohled od severozápadu, z cesty na „Vepeň“.

Chelčice – view from the northwest, from the road to ”Vepeň”
II. dvoustrana (zleva nahoře):

3. Západní pohled na presbytář kostela sv. Martina.

St. Martin's Church – western view of the presbytery

4. Románský portál na jižní straně kostela sv. Martina.

Romanesque portal on the southern side of St. Martin's Church

5. Kaple sv. Máří Magdalény Na Lázni, v pozadí kostel sv. Martina v Chelčicích.

Chapel of St. Mary Magdalene Na Lázni, St. Martin's Church in Chelčice in the background 

6. Historická část obce Chelčice, v popředí statek vystavěný ve stylu selského baroka.

Historic part of the village of Chelčice, a farmstead built in Rural Baroque style in the foreground
III. dvoustrana (zleva nahoře):

7. Vyobrazení Petra Chelčického v Pamětní knize obce Chelčice z roku 1872.

Picture of Petr Chelčický in the Visitors' Book of the village of Chelčice from 1872

8. Pamětní síň Petra Chelčického, jež se nacházela v budově Obecního úřadu v Chelčicích v letech 2000–2009.

Memorial hall of Petr Chelčický, located in the Chelčice Municipal Office building from 2000 to 2009

9. Špýchar v Chelčicích, pokládaný za možný pozůstatek středověké tvrze. Dnes je zde umístěn Památník Petra Chelčického.

The grange in Chelčice is considered to be the remains of a medieval fort, at present the location of the Petr Chelčický Memorial.
10. Záhorčí, jižní část obce Chelčice, kde stávala tvrz Petra Záhorky.

Záhorčí - the southern part of Chelčice where a fortress of Petr Záhorka used to stand 

IV. dvoustrana (zleva nahoře, obr. č. 13 na šířku strany zleva, obr. č. 14 na šířku strany vpravo – oba obrázky jsou focené na výšku):

11. Pomník Petra Chelčického na návsi v Chelčicích, dílo sochaře Jana Vítězslava Duška z roku 1946.

Monument of Petr Chelčický in the Chelčice village square made by the sculptor Jan Vítězslav Dušek in 1946

12. Památník Petra Chelčického ve Vodňanech, dílo sochaře Františka Bílka.

Memorial of Petr Chelčický in Vodňany made by the sculptor František Bílek

13. Reliéf Petra Chelčického v Táboře, dílo sochaře Františka Bílka.

Relief of Petr Chelčický in Tábor made by the sculptor František Bílek

14. Pomník Petra Chelčického v Chelčicích, detail.

Monument of Petr Chelčický in Chelčice, detail

V. strana (zhora):

15. Hráz rybníka u Chelčic, místo setkání Petra Chelčického s Mikulášem Biskupcem?

The dam of a pond near Chelčice, a place where Petr Chelčický and Mikuláš Biskupec met

16. Dobře zachovalá tvrz v Býšově, kterou vlastnili příbuzní šlechtické rodiny ze Záhorčí.

Well preserved fortress in Býšov owned by the relatives of the noble family from Záhorčí

Biography
Petr Chelčický (born in about 1380, died before 1460) is regarded as one of the greatest Czech thinkers. He lived in the South Bohemian village of Chelčice for most of his life. His identity is not very clear, but he is thought to be of noble origin. He might have been the same person as Petr Záhorka of Záhorčí, a local nobleman who was not very wealthy. He had no academic education but was a gifted autodidact who created some of the highest works of Czech Medieval religious literature.

He joined the resolute supporters of the reformation and Hussite movement when Jan Hus died. He was in personal contact with the movement's main representatives like Jan Hus, Jakoubek of Stříbro, Mikuláš of Pelhřimov, Jan Rokycana and others, although these contacts were mostly polemical. After the outbreak of Hussite wars he denounced the use of force and violence to protect the faith. In his seclusion he turned to intensive literary production with the goal of reaching potential listeners outside the Chelčice region. He wrote only in Czech, unlike many of his contemporaries, and about fifty pieces have remained from his abundant works. The most important are On Spiritual Warfare, On the Triple Division of Society, Response to Mikuláš Biskupec, Response to Rokycana, Postil, Net of Faith and tracts on the Beast and Antichrist.

Petr's effort to change the essential character of religious life and return to the principles of Early Christianity was extreme and unprecedented in Bohemia at that time. The Code of God as preserved in the Bible and revealed mainly by the words and acts of Jesus Christ was understood as a complete appeal for anyone who wanted to be a true Christian; only those who would submit to Him completely could become a true Christian. His broad interpretation of a society which carefully analyses its function, together with his criticism of the false ruling class of Christianity brought innovative sociological findings which found no comparison in the Europe of the time.  

Later in Petr's life, when the Hussite Wars were over, his teaching was met with remarkable acceptance by the newly rising Church, the Unity of the Brethren (Unitas Fratrum). His works were accepted by the Unity as well as by smaller Churches later following the Unity's principles. Chelčický was later discovered and presented to the general public by František Palacký in the middle of the 19th century. Soon afterwards the thinker, nearly forgotten, was well considered by such personages as L. N. Tolstoy and T. G. Masaryk. The memory of Chelčický has finally been brought back to life in the village of Chelčice itself. In 1946, Petr's Monument was built and in 2009 the Memorial of Petr Chelčický with the museum exposition commemorating the life and works of a great thinker was constructed directly in the village where he lived and worked six hundred years ago. 

